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THE REVISION OF THE LAWS ACT, 1979 

No.9 of 1979 

Date 0/ Assent: 101h May, 1979 

Date of Commencement: 18th May, 1979 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

I-Short title. 

2-Interpretation. 

3-Laws of Kenya to continue in existence. 

4-Contents of Laws of Kenya. 

5-Acts omitted from Laws of Kenya. 

6-Metbod of compiling Laws of Kenya. 

7-Annual supplement. 

8-Powers on revision. 

9-Copies of annual supplements to be kept for record . 

10-Bringing into force of annual supplement. 

II-Construction of references to laws in Laws of Kenya. 

12-Presurnption of authenticity of copies of Laws of Kenya. 

13-Rectification of formal errors. 

14--Repeal. 

An Act of Parliament to make proVISIon for the contents 
of, and for revisions of, the Laws of Kenya and for 
matters connected therewith 

Enacted by the Paruament of Kenya as follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Revision of the Laws 
Act, 1979. 

2. Tn this Act-

"annual supplement" means a supplement prepared 
under section 7; 

"foreign legislation" includes Acts ,)f Parliament of the 
United Kingdom. Orders in Council, Royal Instructions, and 
subsidiary legislation made thereunder, and Acts of t~.e Indian 
Legis1ature and subsidiary legislation made thereunder: 
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"Laws of Kenya" means the revised edition of the Laws 
of Kenya prepared and published under the Laws of Kenya 
(Revision) Act (now repeaJed)' 

3. Subject to this Act, the Laws of Kenya as amended 
and kept up to date at the commencement of this Act shall 
continue in existence. 

4. The Laws of Kenya shall contain-

(a) the Constitution; 

(b) ail Acts in force, wholly or In part, unless omitted 
under secrion 5; 

(c) such substdiary legislation in force as the Attorney­
General thinks fi t to include ,therein; 

(d) such fioreign legislation which has been applied tv 
Kenya as the Attomey-General thinks fit to include 
therein: 

(e) a table of contents; 

(f> a chrolflological table lis-ting aU Ordinances, Acts and 
other enactments ever enacted in Kenya and showing 
how such have been dealt with; 

(g) an accumulative alphabetical index of aU Acts, hsting 
under each Act reference to--

(i) all subsidiary ,Jegilslation made under it since the 
da te of Jast revision of the Act or, in the case 
of an Act whlch has not been revised. the date of 
publicartion of 'the Act; and 

OJ) aU amendments to the Act and to any su bsidrary 
legislation made thereunder srince the; date 'Of 
the last revision of the Act, or .since the date 
of pubHca:uiol1 of the Act or of t he subsidiary 
JegisfMron, as the case may be; 

(h) a tabfe of Ac,ts omined under {he autllo,ri,ty 'Of para­
graphs (b), (c), (d) or (e) of seoti'on 5, which table 
may be pubUshed ei,ther separately or annexed to 
the table' of contents. 

No. (J 
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5. There may be omitted from the Laws of Kenya­

(0) annual} appropriation Acts; 

(b) specific loan or specific lnan guarantee Acts; 

(c) any Act which is in the opinion of the Atterney· 

General-

(i) of 'temporary efIect~ or 

(ii) of local 0''[ Limited appl'ication; or 

(ii,i) of apphcation only to a time past; 

(d) any Constitution of Kenya (Amendment) Act or 
prO'vls.ion in such Act which does nOit become in­
cerporated in the Censtituti'On; 

(e) any Act which in the opinion of the Attorney-General 
ought to be temporarily omitted by reason aE-

m proposed subMan't,ial amendments to' the Act or 
:subsidiary legislation made thereunder: or 

(i,i) robe proposed making of a su bstantial quantity 
of new su bsidiary legislat,ion thereunder. 

6. 0) The Laws of Kenya shall be printed in the form 
of booklets, a separate bookJe:t being printed for-

(a) the Censtitutien and any subsidiary legislation made 
thereunder; 

(b) each Act and the subsidiary legislation made there­
under; 

(c) each piece of foreign le~slation applied to Kenya, 
included 'in the Laws by virtue of section 4. 

(2) Every booklet shall contain on the front page thereof 
the expressions "Laws ef Kenya" and "Revised Edition ... 
Printed and Published by the Government Prin'ter Nairobi", 
and on every other page thereof the expression "Rev . . .. " 
with the appropriare year of revision inserted in ~ach case. 

7. The Attorney-General shall as s'OOn as practicable 
after the beginning of every year prepare and publisb an 
annual supplement to the Laws of Kenya which shall contain-

(a) a revised edi tion of every Act which has been enacted 
or bas come into fO'fce during the previeus year 



53 

J919 Revision of the Laws 

togetJler wi til such subsidiary legis1ation made there­
under as the Attorney-General .thinksfit to include, 
unJess any such Act is omitted under section 5 or 
its sole effect ,is to amend. wivhout replacing, other 
written laws; 

(b) a new re·\~] sed edition of the COIl'G'titution, any Act, 
any foreign legislation appEed to Ke.nya or any 
subsidiary legislation where, by reas'On of-

0) its ,baving been substantially amended; or 

(ii) in ,the case of the Oonstitut,ion or an Act, a 
substantial quanthy of subsd'diary legislation 
having been made thereunder, 

during tile precedhlg year or years, a new revised 
edition is in the opinion of the Attorney-Genera] 
desirable; 

(c) at revised edHion of any Act 'Omitted under sec~ion 5 
where the reason for tile omis~ion in the opinion of 
the Attorney-General no IOlflber subsists; 

(d) a new revlsed edition of the accumulatTive ~index, table 
of contents and table 'Of omitted Acts; 

(e) a new revised edition of the chronological table or a 
supplement thereto: 

Provided 'that more that one supplement may be prepared 
under this seotion in respect of anyone year, or a supplement 
may be, prepared in respect of more than one year, where 
{jJe Attorney-General considers it expedient; and where a 
second or subs.equent supplement is prepared in respect of 
anyone year. H may 'Contain a'll or any of the revised editions 
specified in this section. 

8. (I) 10 the prepara'tion of the annual supplOOlent to 
the Laws of Kenya the Attooley-Generall shall 'have the 
tol1owmg powers-

(a) to omit-

(i) all laws or parts of laws which have been 
repealed expressly or by necessary implication, 
or which have expired, or which have become 
spen t or have had tbeir effect; 

(ii) all fepea'ling enactmenf1s contained in laws. and 
all tables or lisrs of repealed enactments, whether 
contained in schedules or otherwise; 

Powers on 
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(iii) all preamhles or parts of preambles to laws, and 
aU or any recitais in laws, where such omission 
can, in ,the 'Opinion of the Attorney-General, 
convenjen tly be made; 

(iv) al1 introductory words IQf enactment in any law; 

(v) a'll enactments prescribing the da te when any 
law or part of any law is to come into force, 
where such oruissron can, in the opinion of 
the At torney-General, conveniently be made; 

(vi) all amending laws O'r parts of laws where the 
amendments effected by sucb laws or parts of 
laws have been en1bodied by the Att:orney­
General in the laws to which they relate; 

(b) to allocate Chapter numbers to newly included Acts 
and subsridiary legis lation and generally to arrange 
the Acts by Chapters in sLIch sequence and gro'llJps 
and generally in such order and manner as the 
Attorney-General think's, proper, and to leave un­
allO'cated be tween groups or in groups such Chapter 
numbers as he c'Onsiders may be required for Acts 
to be enacted in the future; 

(c) to cons'orlidate into 'One law two or more laws in pari 
materia, making the alterations thereby rendered 
necessa ry in the C011 S'otidated law, and affixing such 
date thereto as seems most convenient; 

(d) to alter the order 'Or sections in any law, and, in all 
calses where it is necessary 'to do S'O, to' renumber 
the sections 'Of any law; 

(e) to al'ter the form or arrangement of any section of any 
law, either by combining it ,in whO'le or 1n part with 
another section or other sect,ions or by dividing 
it into two 'Or more su bsections; 

(f) to divide any law, whether consolidated or not, into 
Parts or other divisions; 

(g) t'O transfer any provisions contained rin an enactment 
from that enactment '1'0 any other enactment to 
which the Att'Orney~General aonsiders that it more 
pr'Operly btJongs; 




